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him not only children, grandchildren, gold, cattle and
kingdoms but also an inordinately long span of life.
and yet, the true seeker in Nachiketas, not even
brightens up a little. A similar single-pointedness of
purpose and a ready willingness to sacrifice everything
at the altar of Truth is the true spirit found in all
successful seekers.

In this stanza Lord Death is completing the list
of things offered to see if the boy can be tempted
away from his main pursuit. "May be, Nachiketas
has some secret desires of his own which have not yet
been covered by my long list. This, may be probably,
the cause of the disinterestedness that is evidently
written large in the boy's face." Thinking thus Lord
Death invites Nachiketas to ask for any boon of any-
thing that he might cherish a desire for, besides ample
wealth and long life.

Even after this, Lord Death fails to see in the
boy's face any enthusiasm, and so, He offers Nachi-
ketas the lordship over the whole world and promises
to make him an enjoyer of all his possible desires.

All these boons to be exchanged for a simple
request to drop the main question, "Is there an
existence after death ?" What a bargain ! And
yet; what a sad failure for Lord Death,
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